Blossom Park/ Windsor Park
Best Start Neighbourhood Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Present: Janice Canning, Brenda Goth, Chantal Jacques-Séguin, Sarah Kendrick, Natalie Kent, Marc Latreille, Janet Marr, Julie Morris, Beverly Munn, Joan Wilson, Suzanne ??

Regrets: ??

Minutes: Natalie Kent

	AGENDA ITEM


	DISCUSSION
	ACTIONS

	Welcome and Introductions
	Janice thanked everyone for attending. 

Round table introductions of members and agency represented. 

	

	Recap of our last meeting 
	Janice did a brief recap of our last meeting to update everyone on our progress.              
                             
	

	Audit of Existing Early Years Services in Blossom Park 

	The facility supervisor for Sawmill Creek Community Centre, Marc Latreille, distributed a list of parent and/or child programs that will be running at Centre in 2009-2010. This list includes a preschool program, an ESL Parent & Child program, a playgroup and an after school program. There are fees for all programs but families can apply for a subsidy through the City of Ottawa. 
The lack of subsidized child care spaces in Blossom Park/ Windsor Park was mentioned. Children’s Castle Daycare is close to Blossom Park/ Windsor Park and it has 60 subsidized spaces. There are also 3 subsidized child care spaces at Children’s Universe Daycare in Blossom Park Public School.
Janice distributed a list of program sites in Blossom Park/ Windsor Park from the Success by Six website. This list will soon be updated on the website when the new Community Services Inventory comes out.
	

	Updates on proposed potential locations for a Best Start Hub
	Four possible locations had been proposed: Blossom Park Public School, Sawmill Creek Community Centre and Pool, the Serbian Church and a community building (the “bunker”).
It is a possibility to have space in Blossom Park Public School though we need to keep in mind that the school will probably undergo expansion due to the new middle French immersion program. The principal, Julie Morris, confirms that it could be available for parenting workshops, clinics and/or special events. The challenge with the school is transportation for the families in Blossom Park to get to the school.
It may be a possibility to have the use of some space from September to June at Sawmill Creek Community Centre and Pool. They would be open to hosting certain programs or clinics. This would have to be worked around the existing programming. The community room at the centre has equipment (tables, chairs), toys games and is adjacent to a kitchen. It would be a suitable space for programs.
There were no updates concerning the Serbian Church as a possibility.

The community building (the “bunker”) is no longer in use.


	It may be possible to receive funds from the Education Foundation for transportation.
Chantal Jacques-Séguin will contact Parks & Recreation to discuss the possibility of using space at the Community Centre.
Marc Latreille and Sarah Kendrick will create a list showing blocks of time that would be available for hub programs or services. 
At the moment, the group has chosen to focus bringing in programs or services to Blossom Park Public School and Sawmill Creek Community Centre (pending approval by Parks & Recreation).



	Action plan for coordinating services
	Several agencies were mentioned that might be able to provide services or programs; such as, Parent Resource Centre, Eastern Ottawa Community Centre, Ontario Early Years Centre Ottawa South and First Words. 
Certain needs in terms of services or programs were mentioned: speech/language issues, feeding issues and positive discipline. 


	Janice will create a list of services that we could bring to both locations.
We are looking at implementing programs and/or services in the Fall of 2009, most likely in October.

	Next Meeting 
	Thursday, August 27th, 2009
1:00 to 2:30 pm

Location to be determined
	


